


Lesson #16 “Giving Thanks Always”


· Read Chapter Fourteen and answer the following questions.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 "In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

Central Idea: When we face adversity, we can trust God. In fact, we must trust God. In addition, we should respond to adversity with thanksgiving, worship, humility, forgiveness, prayer, and a heart seeking only God’s glory.
1) What should be our leading concern in our tribulations?
2) Why are we naturally unthankful?

3) What is the basis for giving thanks in the difficult circumstances of our lives?

4) What is meant by stating that God works pre-actively and not reactively?

5) What is the two-directional view of worship to God during our trials?

6) What does worship in the heart during times of adversity imply?

1 Peter 5:6-7 “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”
7) How do we cast our anxieties on the Lord?

Quote: “We are to accept the adversities but not the anxieties.  Our tendency is just the opposite. We seek to escape from or resist the adversities, but all the while cling to the anxieties that they produce.”
8) How are we to respond to people who are instruments of our adversities?

9) What two truths help us to forgive others that hurt us?

10) How are we to pray during times of adversity?

11) List six responses from this chapter that help us to trust God in our tribulations.
12) How can we grow in our ability to trust God during adversity?

Quote: “Nothing can be more consoling to the man of God than the conviction that the Lord who made the world governs the world; and that every event, great and small, prosperous and adverse, is under the absolute disposal of Him who doth all things well, and who regulates all things for the good of His people….  The Christian will be confident and courageous in duty, in proportion as he views God in His Providence as ruling in the midst of His enemies; and acting for the good of His people, as well as for His own glory, even in the persecution of the Gospel.” Alexander Carson.
Quote: “Trusting God for the grace to accept adversity is as much an act of faith as in trusting Him for deliverance from it.”  
