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Lesson #16 The Goodness & Severity of God

· Read Chapter 16 and answer the following questions from pages 197-208.
Romans 11:22 “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.”
1) Name the four root causes of why so many Christians flounder in knowing God.
2) When God is regarded as a Santa Claus figure, what happens to our understanding of sin and atonement?
3) What must you do to save the liberal view of God?
4) What happens when you believe only in a God who is all good and has no severity?
5) How does Exodus 34:6-7 show the balance of the goodness and severity of God?
6) Explain the quality of God’s goodness when it is described as ‘abundant’ or ‘abounding.’
7) What is the difference between ‘common grace’ and ‘special grace’?
8) List four examples from Psalms 107 of how people in their troubles cry out to God.
9) Define severity.
10) Why did Israel as a nation experience God’s severity?
11) What principle was God teaching regarding goodness and severity from Romans 11:20-22?

12) Why is God longsuffering and slow to anger in His severity?
13) List three things we should appreciate from a balanced view of God’s goodness and severity.
Quote: “The Christians at Rome are not to dwell on God’s goodness alone, nor on his severity alone, but to contemplate both together. Both are attributes of God, aspects that is, of His revealed character. Both appear alongside each other in the economy of grace. Both must be acknowledged together if God is to be truly known.”
